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Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.45pm and finishing at 9.46pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr J Porter 
Councillors: Mrs J. Bettison (Vice Chairman), P. Bettison, .D Birch (Arrived 
beginning of item 5, departed beginning of item 7), Mrs E. Birch, Mrs H. Hill, 
P. Panesar, J Pope, M. Sanderson, A. Shellhorn 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Stephen Chown) 
Deputy Executive Officer (Angela Carey) 
Non-voting representatives: 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke (Sandhurst Resident’s Association) 
Mr T Dean (Sandhurst Town F.C.) 
Mrs S Davenport (Sandhurst and District Gardening Club) 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from: 
Councillors: 
R McKenzie (Vacation) 
K Miah (Vacation) 
G Oberholzer (Business) 
P Wallington (Vacation) 
 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
Cllr J Pope declared an interest in Agenda item 5 as the owner of Falcon 
Events Limited and stated the intention to leave the room and not participate 
in the item or influence the outcome. 

 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0599 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 
28 May 2015 (pages 0276-0279) be received as a true and correct record  
with one amendment to change “19th March” to “28th May” on page 0276, 
and that they be confirmed and signed by the Chairman. (Unanimous) 
 

ACCESSIBLE PLAY EQUIPMENT (Agenda item 4) 
The previous report regarding the accessibility of play equipment was 
received and formed the basis for the initial discussion.  To progress the 
project volunteers were requested to form a working party.  Further to the 
responses received it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0600 

that Cllr J Porter, Cllr Mrs E Birch and Cllr Mrs J Bettison be members of 
a working party to review the provision of accessible play equipment at 
Sandhurst Memorial Park, in order to recommend potential improvements 
to a future Leisure Committee. 

16th July 2015 
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LARGE EVENTS (Agenda item 5) 
Cllr J Pope left the room for the Large Events item, as the owner of Falcon 
Events Limited. 
A presentation was received from Falcon Events representatives to update 
on the latest arrangements for the proposed music event on 08 August 
2015.  The key date for license approval was given as 24 July 2015 which 
was the closing date for receiving representations from the public.  Provided 
any representations received could be mitigated by the event arrangements 
the license would be granted.  Various details were covered including: 
responsible person for site access, limitations on use of grass areas for 
parking, waste collection process, event phone line, Councillor attendance 
arrangements (booking form available to invite Mayor if required and other 
councillors to book and pay for tickets as per public process), plus 
procedures for accommodating normal sport events i.e. cricket and football.  
The committee noted that in the absence of a valid licence it was not 
possible to grant land owner consent at this meeting. 
 
An update on a ‘Help for Heroes’ event on 22 August 2015 was provided, 
which was planned by a local business as a public ‘fun day’ with stalls and 
traditional games, also including a small stage, a licensed bar and with 
100% of profits from the day going to the charity.  License applications were 
in progress and other arrangements were going well. 
 
An update on the Fitness Funday on 16 August 2015 was provided by a 
representative of Sandhurst Town F.C. who were leading on the 
organisation and hosting of the event.  A long list of contributors were 
committed to encouraging healthy lifestyles and were supporting the event.  
It was confirmed Councillors were welcome at the event and their support 
would be valuable on the day. 
 
An update was provided on the Summer of Fun Day held in conjunction with 
the borough council.  It was noted that car parking has been challenging to 
manage in previous years and it was suggested that Councillors be 
approached for help, starting from 10.00 am onwards to marshal cars. 
 
An update on the proposed date of Lewis Marsh tournament was provided 
with arrangements to follow those of previous years.  The previous football 
tournament had been through Safety Advisory Group and the same process 
was to be followed for this event. 
 
Further to the receipt of all information regarding the various larger events it 
was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0601 

that the authority for the final approval of the above events be delegated 
to the Leisure Committee Chairman, Vice Chairman and the Executive 
Officer (or the Deputy Executive Officer), with any approval to be 
conditional on the proper receipt of all the information previously specified 
through the Large Events Policy and any subsequent correspondence. 

ACTION: EO 
PARKING ON THE PARK PROJECT (Agenda item 6) 
For Councillor information a verbal update on progress was given, with 
confirmation that Groundstaff are undertaking a variety of daily actions to 
nurture the grass by watering and over seeding the parking areas.  The 
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importance of establishing the grass as fast as possible was re-iterated by 
Councillors, and various suggestions were put forward for consideration by 
Groundstaff in their work to support the growth. 
 
MEMORIAL PARK MANAGEMENT (Agenda item 7) 
The written management report was received for information and supported 
by further verbal information, including details of a recent incident where one 
of the groundsmen collaborated with the police to secure the arrest of two 
youths who were found killing wildlife on Sandhurst Memorial Park.  It was 
noted the Groundsman was not officially working at the time of this action.  
As the Management agenda item was not a decision item the EO was 
appraised of the committee desire to receive an agenda item in future 
explaining the options that are available for recognising this service with an 
award of some type. 
 
FIREWORKS 2015 (Agenda item 8) 
An update was provided from the Fireworks Working Group confirming that 
the security company have now been booked and other actions to organise 
the event were ongoing.  Sponsorship letters have been scheduled to attract 
financial contributions in return for marketing and promotional opportunities 
within the event. 
 
EARMARKED RESERVES (Agenda item 9) 
The list of earmarked reserves assigned to the Leisure Committee were 
reviewed in order to remove any completed redundant entries and to assign 
a review or target completion date to all remaining reserves.  Further to the 
review it was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0602 

that the list of earmarked reserves held by the Leisure Committee be 
updated. 

ACTION: EO 
PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 10) 
The potential additions to the list of press and publicity notifications were 
received.  It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
0603 

that the story of the Groundsman’s part in a double arrest be publicised 
subject to research being undertaken with Thames Valley Police to clarify 
a likely timescale for notification of the outcome of arrest so this 
information can be included if possible 

ACTION: EO 
SANDHURST SPORTS CENTRE REPRESENTATIVE (Agenda item 11) 
The opportunity to provide substitute members to represent Sandhurst Town 
Council on the Edgbarrow and Sandhurst Management Committee meetings 
was discussed.  The substitutes were noted to be valuable as the quorum of 
the meeting required councillors to be in attendance from Crowthorne Parish 
and Sandhurst Town.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter 
and the following was  

RESOLVED 
0604 

that the opportunity to allow any councillor from the Leisure Committee to 
be nominated as a substitute be investigated with the Borough 

ACTION: EO 
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COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 12) 
Cllr Mrs J Bettison reported that the recorded visits to Edgbarrow & 
Sandhurst Sports Centes had both significantly reduced, with Sandhurst 
itself down by over 9000 visits in the last period.  It was requested that the 
STC Leisure Committee should properly review the performance of the 
Sports Centre as a future agenda item.  It was suggested that the revenue 
figures be incorporated when these are reported by BFC, in order to 
recognise that income may not reduce in direct proportion to usage. 
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 13) 
There was no update provided by the Sports Club. 
 
SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 14) 
An update was given concerning an incident with a dog bite at Sandhurst 
Memorial Park, which left a local resident injured and shaken. 
 
SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL CLUBS AND SOCIETIES  
(Agenda item 15) 
Sandhurst Town F.C. updated that the ‘Devels’ adult team were not 
continuing and several managers and players were moving into Sandhurst 
Town F.C.  It was reported that an ‘F grading’ had been achieved and 
recognition was given to the work of the Town Council Groundstaff and 
Thames Valley Probation workers for their contributions to improving the 
ground and the surrounds.  A funding response is awaited with regard to the 
young people scheme. 
 
Sandhurst and District Gardening Club reported that their Garden Show 
would take place on Saturday 5th September at 3pm and an invitation was 
extended to all members of the Leisure Committee to come down and see 
the event. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Procedural item) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 17 September 2015. 

 
SIGNED AND DATED BY 

CHAIRMAN 
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